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as the hand-book of the practicing lawyer who is "assumed to be familiar 
with the general principles of legal evidence." This edition does not depart 
from the plan of the first edition in any particular. Mr. Crawford lays no 
claim to anything new in his method but only that he has "revised and 
enlarged." Indeed there was little new in the plan of Dr. Abbott in the first 
edition. Professor Greenleaf in the second and third volumes of his great 
work on the Law of Evidence, as well as others who have written on this 
subject, had given us substantially the same treatment of it. 

The editor of this edition has not revised the text of the work in the sense 
that there is any general new statement of propositions, but he does seem to 
have modified or made additions to the text in most places where the courts 
in the twenty years since the publication of the first edition have made it 
desirable or necessary. 

It has been said of this edition that no cases are used in it which are more 
recent than the publication of the prior edition and that one has gained noth- 
ing by getting this if he had that edition. While the practitioner may some- 
times be disappointed at not finding more of the recent cases used in support 
of some portions of the text in this edition, yet the foregoing criticism is 
certainly too sweeping and lacks that accuracy so generally characteristic of 
the journal in which it is found. 

A more serious objection to the use of cases in this work which will occur 
to the practitioner, outside the state of New York particularly, is that so often 
the authority cited is that of some court of inferior jurisdiction of that state, 
when some decision of a court of last resort outside of New York, could be 
used if not one by the court of appeals of New York itself. But this object- 
ion is less patent in the present edition, not because the citations from reports 
of decisions of inferior courts have been eliminated, but because of the addi- 
tion of other decisions from courts of last resort. 

As a practitioner's book it will be welcomed as a convenient aid to the 
suggestion and solution of those questions so continually presenting them- 
selves in connection with the trial of causes. The book is quite satisfactory 
on its mechanical side and will doubtless gain many new friends by the time 
a new edition is called for. V. H. Lane 

A Treatise on Chattel Mortgages for Michigan. By Louis L. Ham- 
nion, 1 vol. pp. viii., 442, St. Paul, Minn., Keefe- Davidson Law 
Book Co. 1901. ($3.75). 

A Treatise on Chattel Mortgages for Illinois, 1 vol. pp. viii., 424: 
( same author and publishers) . 190 1 . (|3 . 75 ) . 

The author states in the preface to each of these works that he has 
"attempted to present an analytical and comprehensive statement of the more 
general principles of the modern law of chattel mortgages." 

It seems that he has succeeded in his attempt to make a summary of 
leading principles, with more especial reference to local peculiarities. As 
concise statements of the existing law of these states respectively, the works 
are certainly useful manuals. The citation of decisions is thorough, and each 
volume contains in an appendix the statutory provisions concerning chattel 
mortgages in the state for which it is especially designed. 
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The existence of conflicts of opinion on many points in the law of chattel 
mortgages, together with the marked differences in the statutory require- 
ments of the several states as to execution, filing or recording, etc., justifies, 
perhaps, the making of books of this character, and the plan adopted by the 
author has been well executed. 

It may be suggested, however, that this method of treating a subject may 
be disadvantageous in the long run because of its tendency to emphasize local 
peculiarities and to prevent the ultimate harmonizing of the law. Such a plan 
of treatment results in giving but a partial view of a topic. 

A mortgagor of a stock of merchandise in Michigan may remain in pos- 
session and sell the chattels in the ordinary course of trade, by an agreement 
to this effect in the mortgage, and the mortgage is not for this reason deemed 
fraudulent; while in Illinois such a mortgage is considered fraudulent as to 
third persons. 

In these works the law on this point seems correctly stated as to each of 
these states. No suggestion, however, is made in either work that there is 
a difference of opinion and practice in this regard, and the plan of the works 
precludes a discussion of the question. One obtains, therefore, from either 
book alone, an incomplete view of this practical matter, and is not even made 
aware of the fact that there are divergent views held on it in these and other 
neighboring states. 

Had these two works been combined in one treatise, much that is common 
to both need not have been repeated in each, while, at the same time, a 
broader view of the law would have been given and comparisons could have 
been made where conflicts occur, with brief statements of reasons, not only 
interesting in themselves, but of practical importance and value to the lawyer 
and business man in particular instances. 

The author has so well done his work as he designed it, that it is apparent 
he could have made a treatise of more general value had he aimed to do so. 

Jambs H. Bhkwster 

Void Judicial Sales. By A. C. Freeman. Fourth edition, February, 1902. 
One vol., 8vo., pp. 345, Sheep, $4.00., delivered. Central Law 
Journal Co., St. Louis, Mo. 
The work is divided into seven chapters: 1. Introduction; 2. Sales void 
because the court had no authority to enter the judgment, or order of sale; 3. 
Sales void because of errors or omissions subsequent to the judgment of order 
of sale; 4. Proceedings after sale; 5. The legal and equitable rights of pur- 
chaser at void sales; 6. The constitutionality of curative statutes; 7. The 
constitutionality of statutes authorizing involuntary sales. This edition is 
well printed on good white paper, the text in small pica, the notes in brevier, 
all leaded. The first edition appeared in 1877, in 144 pages. That text 
appears in the present edition substantially unchanged. In the second and 
third editions new matter was added by inserting paragraphs under the 
original sections, of which there were sixty-nine. In the present edition 
the same practice has been followed; but several new sections have been 
inserted, numbered 9a, 9b, 19a, etc. The index refers to sections, several of 
which cover eight or ten pages each. The author cites the official reports 
and gives parallel references to the American Decisions, American Reports, 



